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similar passages in the Bible. On account of this influence,
however, Plato would eliminate the use of the poets altogether.
This, however, was an extreme view and was called forth
by the fact that actual practice had, by Plato's time, gone
quite to the other extreme. The simple unified educational
process connected wholly with the Homeric literature, pro-
ducing as it did, by the close of the fifth century B.C., a people
that has few equals in intellectual acuteness, in aesthetic ap-
preciation, in creativeness, in breadth of view, and in the
capacity for higher enjoyment in life, was supplemented
toward the end of this period by an extensive use of other
literary material, especially the works of the gnomic and
lyric poets, such as those of Simonides and Sappho, and by
the early dramatic writings. These new poets introduced new
types of songs and declamations. To the extent that this
occurred during the period of the old education, it must be
remembered that this literature was of the highest type that
has ever been produced, and that for generations preceding
our own time it has been considered the very best material
that the entire history of mankind has evolved for educa-
tional purposes. But so far as the fundamental ideals of the
people are concerned, they continued to be found in and
presented to each succeeding generation through the Homeric
epics.
The full development of this literary element is the domi-
nant characteristic of the succeeding period. Reading and
writing are thus incidental. The higher moral results of this
education were obtained in no small degree without their
assistance through the possession of the literature, trans-
mitted by the spoken word. The processes of reading and
writing were acquired much as they are with us, or have been
until recent times. The ordinary alphabetical and syllabic
methods were used. But in reading there was much more of
educational value than with us because of the important
'training in power of discrimination or in judgment in the use